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Population booms in
Ipswich and Somerset

dgpalll ULl AL aa dllu 49, UVEL JUUU

LLIT SPILIL Ul UIC vivuival dwul y.

11VULULATPYUL D LAFD LU ULLL LAVLL U VY LD

VY VY YV AUV UL GAL P A IS A AL QS LAY « U a pyetatae

Adjoining districts among Australia’s fastest growing

PEOPLE are still flocking to
Ipswich, but the Somerset region
is proving an even greater -
attraction for those on the move,
according to the Australian
Bureau of Statistics.

The Somerset region recorded
the fastest population growth in
south-east Queensland during the
last financial year, expanding at
4.2 per cent.

From July 2009 to June 2010, 910
people moved to the Somerset
region increasing its population to
22,500. Ipswich rated second
among south-east Queensland’s

CHRIS GARRY
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fastest growing regions, but did
record the fourth largest growth of
any area in the state.

The city swelled with 5800 new
residents last financial year and
just three months ago the region’s
population passed 170,000.

Somerset Regional Council
deputy mayor Neil Zabel said
suburbs such as Lowood, Fernvale
and Eagle Rise were experiencing
a population explosion.

“There really is an explosion of

people coming here. The land is a
lot cheaper but you're still close to

Ipswich and Brisbane,” Zabel said.

“The size of the blocks is also
vastly different to Brisbane and
even many parts of Ipswich.

“In Fernvale you can get an
800-sq m block but even in the new
development of Ripley you will
only get 400- to 500-sq m blocks.”

Cr Zabel said he expected the
population boom to continue in
Somerset for several years.

The Australian Bureau of
Statistics report stated population
growth was down across the
country compared to previous
years.

[NEWS IN BRIEF |
Truckie caught ‘

without licence

A TRUCK driver has been
banned from driving for a month
after being caught driving
unlicensed.

Stephen John Wellman, 35, was
caught behind the wheel on
March 24 at Ipswich.

Ipswich Magistrates Court
heard Wellman’s licence had
previously been disqualified and
he had failed to reapply.

Wellman pleaded guilty to
driving unlicensed, a repeat
offender, and was fined $175.

His licence was disqualified for
the mandatory minimum of one
month.

Minor injuries in
two-vehicle crash

A WOMAN received minor
injuries in a two-vehicle crash at
the intersection of the Centenary
Highway and Ipswich-Boonah
Rd, Purga yesterday.

Police said a truck \v\ "
sedan collided aF* ~
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