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Blacksoil upgrade progressing well
Peter Foley |  15th Jul 2013 6:00 AM

SOME believed it would never happen but now the Blacksoil Interchange 

upgrade is nearly three months down the track, seeing is believing. 

After construction started in April, a Transport and Main Roads 

spokeswoman said the project at the intersection on the Warrego and 

Brisbane Valley highways was progressing well. 

"Clearing and earthworks for the new traffic lanes and bridge structure have 

been taking place on both sides of the Warrego Highway," the spokeswoman 

said. 

"Piling to establish the bridge foundations for the new overpass began last 

month and will continue throughout this month." 

She said once the foundations were finished, the construction team would 

build supporting piers for the future bridge. The earthworks to build the 

approach ramps were continuing, with about 100,000 cubic metres of soil 

needed. 

The spokeswoman said in coming months, work would also involve building 

the new westbound lanes of the highway. "All these activities are occurring 

while maintaining four lanes of traffic and safe working distances for both 

motorists and the work crews," she said. "Temporary traffic lights have also 

been installed at the Brisbane Valley Highway intersection and are expected 

to be switched on during this month. 

"The lights will be in place to safely control the intersection. The speed limit 

through the project site has also been reduced to 60kmh with some areas 

further lowered to 40kmh for safety reasons." 

The $94 million project, jointly funded by the state and federal governments, finally got under way after decades of discussion and political bickering. 

Transport and Main Roads (TMR) expects to be complete by late next year, weather permitting. The spokeswoman says benefits of the project include: 

Increased safety: "TMR is seeking to increase safety by grade-separating the intersection, removing the need for vehicles to turn across oncoming traffic." 

Increased capacity: "We're increasing the capacity to accommodate higher volumes of traffic caused by the region's rapid population growth and resources 

boom." 

Decreased travel time: "When finished, we're aiming to improve road user travel time by adjusting the speed limit on the Warrego Highway to 100kmh." 

MAJOR PROJECT: Earthworks on the Blacksoil Interchange upgrade 

project are well underway. 

David Nielsen
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